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2010 – 2011 
SJSC Board of Directors 

President:  
Mary Ellen Martelli-Wenstrom / 609-413-0248 

.  MareSJSkiclub@AOL.com  
Assistant to the President: 
.                    Diane Kae / 856-432-6088 
.                    DianeKae@Comcast.net  
Ski Director: Bill Caden / 856-461-4157 
.  WGCaden@Hotmail.Com  
Treasurer: Earl Johnson / 856-222-1885 
.  SJSCtreasurer@Comcast.net  
Asst. Treasurer: Dave Leh / 856-848-9770 
.  CATDRLEH@Comcast.Net    
Social Director: Karl Pusch / 856-592-1745 
.  ssrsha1@AOL.com  
Asst. Social Dir: Geoff Smith / 609-518-3279 
.  GeoffSmith@Comcast.Net  
Secretary: Jeff Hayfield / 856-768-0527 
.  Jhayfield@Comcast.Net  
Membership: Len Hurff / 856-251-1693 
.  LenHurff@Gmail.Com  
Asst. Membership: Jude Schatz / 856-768-0155  
.   Musktrthre@Comcast.Net  
Avalanche Editor: Kathy Gramick / 856-905-7114 
.  Kathleen.A.Gramick@LMCO.Com  
Publicity & Webmaster: 

Mary Ellen Martelli-Wenstrom / 609-413-0248 
.  MareSJSkiclub@AOL.Com  
Property:  Diane Kae / 856-432-6088 
.  DianeKae@Comcast.Net  
Ex-Officio: Open 
 

GENERAL MEETINGS: 
All meetings are held at Ramblewood C.C. 

located in Mt. Laurel, NJ 
SJSC meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each 
month at Ramblewood C.C. at 200 Country Club 
Pkwy., Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054. The meetings are 
7:30-9:30pm and are casual mixers with a cash 
bar. All are welcome to come and meet the club, 
with no pressure or obligation. 

 
Editorial Policy 

The Avalanche is the official publication of the 
South Jersey Ski Club. Its purpose is to inform 
members and prospective members of club 
activities. We accept articles and ads from all 
members. Articles submitted should adhere to the 
following guidelines: (1) articles should be in good 
taste, (2) not to exceed one typed page, (3) must 
be received by the second Friday of the month 
prior to publication. Due to space limitations, the 
article or ad may be edited. Contact the 
Avalanche Editor for information on submitting 
articles. 
 
 

Contacting Us! 
Correspondence: 

Send letters, comments and/or suggestions to: 
South Jersey Ski Club - c/o Jeff Hayfield 

235 Route 73 North 
Unit E 

West Berlin, NJ 08091 
 

The Web:  www.SJskiclub.com  
Check out our exciting Webpages, jam packed 
with our most current info, cool ski links and other 
surprises. Come and see the all new photo album! 
 
We accept credit cards! July thru February 

MASTERCARD 
VISA 

We accept Paypal on designated transactions. 
Convenience charges apply:Paypal 3%, MC/Visa:4% 
Minimum convenience charge: $1.00 
 

Membership Dues: 
Annual membership dues are required for all 
members of the club. Any two members living at 
the same residence may qualify for family 
membership. Any additional members living at the 
same residence must add $15.00 per person. 
 

Single Membership Dues: $20.00 
Family Membership Dues: $35.00 

 
Memberships begin on May 1, 2010 and expire 
on April 30, 2011 
 

Advertising Rates: 
Business Card: $10/month or $100/year 
¼ page: $20/month 
½ page: $40/month 
Full page:  $80/month 

   

South 
   Jersey 
      Ski           
……Club 
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The Prez's Point 
by Mary Ellen Martelli-Wenstrom 
 
It's hard to believe I am writing my last President's 

Message for the Avalanche. It's 
been an honor to serve as SJSC 
President this year and to work 
with the great group of volunteers 
that keep this club going behind 
the scenes. I feel like we've 
accomplished a lot in the past 
year and I am proud of our 
progressive movement. 
 

This year we went back to 
opening our weekend trips early, alongside the 
extended trips, with great success. Many, many 
thanks to Bill Caden, our Ski Chair, our Asst. Chair, 
Dale M., and the entire Ski Committee for their hard 
work in making that possible. Our Ski Committee 
works diligently all year long to put together our 
amazing trip schedule and this year was epic. 
 

We also took big steps in modernizing our forms of 
communications with members. A special committee 
was established to review and evaluate our current 
tools. As a result, the Avalanche has been revamped 
to be a weekly email and SJSC will publish an annual, 
comprehensive handbook each June with all the Ski-
Sport and Social information for the upcoming year. 
The Avalanche Editor will now become the 
"Communications Director", and I am happy to say 
that Jeff H. has stepped forward to fill this vital 
position.  Thank you Jeff. 
 

Special thanks to Geoff S. and Karl P., who stepped 
up to head the Social Committee this year and kudos 
to the entire Social Committee who put together 
amazing events week after week, all year long. 
 

More heartfelt THANKS must go to… 
Earl J. & Dave L. for handling the financial end of 
everything...  Len H. & Judy S. for always being on top 
of membership duties… Jeff H. for his tireless work on 
the weekly emails and handling the Secretary 
position… Diane K. for stepping up to the VP position 
and keeping Property in order (Yes, we have a trash 
can!)… Kathy G. and Craig A. for kicking out the 
Avalanche each month… and especially to all of the 
Meisters who ran ski trips and social events. I look 
forward to thanking you all in person at the Meister 
Dinner on April 28th ! 
 

Thanks to All!!! It's been an adventure! 
 

Cent Anni  !! 
(I've been asked, so to ease those curious minds, “Cent Anni”= It's a 
traditional Italian toast- meaning to your health, happiness and good 
fortune for 100 years.) 
 

Mary Ellen Martelli-Wenstrom 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!    
 
The SJSC Social Committee is looking for your 
help. 
 

There are many easy things you can do to help! 
Want to meet new people?  Have fun? 
 Run a Happy Hour 
 Run a event (Example: Hike, a gathering at 

a local movie theatre,  or a trip to the 
Franklin Institute) 

 Make flyers 
 Be a greeter at the meeting 
 People to sell 50/50 tickets 
 Socialize with a purpose  

 

For more details, please contact Geoff Smith at 
Geoffsmith@Comcast.Net or Karl Pusch at 
ssrsha1@aol.com . 

 

 
 

*** Business Cards: *** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Danzeisen & Quigley

  

SPORTS SPECIALISTS 
 

1720 E. Rt. 70 ● Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 ● 856-424-5969 
FAX: 856-424-4519 www.DandQ.com 

 

Avalanche - April, 2011

Page: 3



   

Lift Lines               
Monthly news from your Ski Committee   
April 2011 

 

The Awe of Spring Skiing 
If you think skiing is only for those few frozen months 
of the dead of winter then think again.  Spring skiing is 
the best of both worlds – your favorite sport and 
moderate temperatures. You may actually get a string 
of days where you can sport your shades instead of 
goggles and one less layer gives you the freedom of 
movement you had almost forgotten was possible. 
 

After a recent trip to Mammoth I am confident they 
will have a base long past the Easter Bunny’s curtain 
call.  And in A-Basin (Arapahoe) the cardboard box 
races down the hill to the Bar-B-Qs waiting at the 
bottom will just be getting started. 
 

Whistler /Blackcomb features glacier skiing in the 
summer as does Mt. Hood.  But if you’re lonely for full 
blown winter – think about catching a trip south of the 
equator for a true out of season experience. 
 
Spring conditions give you a heavier wetter snow – but 
it’s a perfect time to experiment in those soft bumps 
and on the “groomed” trails just keep a straighter path 
down the fall line to keep from exerting yourself by 
pushing the corn snow around.  Deals generally abound 
for this primo experience, so if you haven’t made plans 
yet – what are you waiting for? 
 

Game Over? Wax & Store 
OK, we did our best to convince you to extend the 
season, but if the crocuses and daffodils called you to 
the dark side, then do the right thing and lovingly 
ready your ski gear for summer.  Get them tuned with 
a coat of summer wax to protect them during storage.  
Don’t forget to buckle your boots and make sure they 
don’t get stored in the 100+ degree attic.  While 
they’re sturdy, they are no impervious to temperature 
extremes. Give those ski tops and pants a good wash 
and store them lovingly for next year - or October’s 
swap shop.  You want your stuff in good condition 
whether you decide to use or sell next season. 
 

It’s also a good time to take advantage of end of 
season sales at local shops and the mountains. Jackets 
and soft goods are significantly reduced and mountain 
shops are looking to dump their demos at this time of 
year for cost.   And as we said – swap shop will be here 
before you know it. 
 

Season Endings and Beginnings 
 

What a great ski season we just had!  Celebrate it with 
us at the Spring Fling on Friday, May 6th at Kings Grant.  
One of the features of the Fling is a slide show of 
season highlights – not to be missed. See the listing in 
the social pages of this newsletter for more details. 
 

As one season ends, another begins!  Save the date – 
Wednesday July 20th - for our season opener back on 
the patio at Ramblewood.  Like last year we will open 
our full menu of trips for the season open for sign-up; 
they usually sell out the first night! Save up now to 
make your deposits – it’s going to be an incredible 
schedule for next ski season!  And remember, you need 
to be a member to sign up so renew your membership 
early so you have all your ski ducks in a row before the 
big night.  The new membership year begins May 1st. 
 

Last Call for the Survey  
The survey is now online – but it won’t be there 
forever.  While all your fantastic memories are still 
vivid – help shape future seasons. Without being on the 
committee you still have a voice in the trip planning 
decisions – but only if you participate and do the short 
online survey. Look for results in the May Avalanche. 
 

New Year’s Resolutions 

Remember those New Year’s resolutions you made 
about getting more exercise and getting in shape?  
Well if you didn’t follow through – here’s your second 
chance.  A whole summer ahead with plenty of 
opportunity to get out there and walk, run, skip, hike, 
jog, ride your bike, swim, skate, lift, rake, golf, swing a 
bat, catch, throw, dance, surf, paddle, row and you can 
always still go to the gym.  The point is you have a 
great opportunity to get or stay in shape for the 
upcoming ski season.  Yes, it’s never too early to think 
snow! 
 
And last but not least – THANKS for a 
great season from your ski committee! 
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Happy Hours – None in April but a very 
full social calendar!! 

 
April 5th    Softball Starts 
From now till September, meet on Tuesdays at 6PM 
for a very ‘social’ game of softball. Don’t play, join 
the team after the games at the Brewers Tavern for 
beers. See the flyer in this issue for all the details or 
contact Tony M at 609-504-1719 
 
April 6th    Regular Meeting      
Ramblewood Country Club   7:30pm 
Frank Hesson, Golf Pro at Indian Spring Golf Club, 
will give us a few tips, free lesson offers and money 
saving discounts. Be there and get ready for golf! 
 
April 8th    Dave and Busters 
It’s been two years since we did this favorite so 
come out with Tony V as he again hosts an evening 
of food, fun and a few games on the Philly 
waterfront. Happy Hour starts at 4:30 but the fun will 
last much longer. A flyer in this issue has all the 
details or contact Tony at 609-413-4807 
 
April 10th   April Fools Golf Outing 
Done skiing?? Break out your clubs and join host 
Fred H for our first golf outing of the season, 1PM at 
Indian Spring GC.$35 to walk or $51 to ride  Contact 
Fred at 856-261-2237. See the flyer in this issue for 
more info.  
 
Hold the Date!! The Spring Fling is  
May 6th at Kings Grant!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
April 14th   Wine Dinner 
Join your SJSC friends for a South American 
extravaganza at El Sito restaurant in Collingswood.  
It’s a Thursday night so we’ll be accommodated and 
served in a comfortable setting, avoiding the 
weekend rush. Price for a multi course meal, $40 
including tax and tip. BYO wine.  Contact Geoff S at 
215-206-2903 or see the flyer for more info. 
 
April 27th   Monthly Movie Night 
Meet Jim K at the Ritz/ Rave Theater at 6:30.  Much 
better than Netflix…get out and enjoy a great film. 
Contact Jim at 609-864-1171. 
 
The Annual Meister Dinner honoring 
SJSC volunteers April 28th at Adelphia.  
Invitations sent out soon.  Not expecting 
to be on the list?  Step up and help now 
and be there next time! 
 
April 30th   Shad Fest Bike Ride 
What would April be without this annual event? 
Ride from Washington Crossing to Lambertville, 
try a shad sandwich, taste some beer and enjoy 
the day. Or just meet us there. Contact Denise M 
at 732-718-1818 and see the flyer for details. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

April 
 2011 
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�SJSC�Elections�&� �
Nominations�

At�our�last�two�meetings�in�March�2011,�
SJSC�opened�up�nominations�for�

Elected�Board�Positions.�
�

Nominations�were�as�follows:��
President����Diane�Kae�

Social�Director���Karl�Pusch�
Ski�Director����Bill�Caden�
Treasurer����Earl�Johnson�
Secretary����Linda�Holt��

Elections�/�Voting�will�be�held�at�our�
General�Meeting�on�April�6th,�2011.�
Please�plan�to�attend�and�VOTE!�

SJSC  Co-Ed Softball 
.

Tuesdays 6PM April 5 to September 13

(Softball skills helpful but not required) 
Bring your glove, bring a bat, have some fun! 

Cost is $5 per night to a max of $50 per season. Or $40 per 
season if paid in lump sum by May 24.

Never played with SJSC before? Then your first night is free. 

We play at the Erlton Park Field in Cherry Hill 
Located at Park Boulevard and Jefferson Avenue 

Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
(GPS 39.912751,-75.024596) 

Contact Softball Meister Tony Mrak for more info 
609-504-1719

mtonylisa@verizon.net

Apres softball at Brewer’s Town Tavern in Westmont, 
NJ for Yuengs and discounted wings! 

Haddon Avenue and Crystal Lake Blvd 
Westmont, NJ 08108 

856.854.5545
                     http:// www.brewerstownetavern.net

The Sea Gull Motel
South Jersey Ski Club

Wildwood Weekend
 (May 20 – 22, 2011)
$100.00 per person

Package includes:
� 2 nights motel unit (double occupancy)
� Late check out on Sunday (6pm)
� 2 breakfasts at the Bella Vida Café
� Cocktail  party
� Bike ride to Cape May (optional)

For more information, please contact us at 
The Sea Gull Motel (609-522-3333) or 1(800)822-2670

stay@seagullmotel.com or www.seagull-motel.com
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52 KILLINGTON WEEKENDERS EXPERIENCE WESTERN POWDER 
 
52 weekend warriors departed Ramblewood CC almost at the appointed departure time.  We keep trying 
to beat our arrival time to Killington and this year it almost happened even with Cathy Y’s late arrival. 
Maybe next year we can beat the record.  It didn’t take long however for the word to spread through the 
bus that it was dumping at the mountain with additional inches expected throughout the weekend.  This 
fact along with the help of the legendary shotski had the warriors primed and ready to hit the slopes.  The 
bus arrived at The Inn of the Six Mountains at 11:16 much to the delight of Geri Moore who won the 
arrival pool.  Many of our crew headed for their rooms for sleep in anticipation of freshies in the AM, 
while Mo F., Maryellen M. Tony V., JP and assorted others ventured across the street to Moguls for 
continued libations and celebrations. 
 
The breakfast room filled up early and the bus to the Mountain left exactly at 7:55 and Ed G. (first time 
ever, we think) wore his boots on the bus.  South Jersey skiers were on the mountain early and skied late. 
Caitlin M., Don M., TJ and Becky, Eileen M. and others enjoyed The Joey Leoni Band at Happy Hour in 
Snowshed lounge and Tammy M. enjoyed free White Russians courtesy of the Kaluha girls as they 
watched three contestants vie for a free snowboard by doing their best Michael Jackson impersonations. 
 
The snow gods were smiling on the warriors as the night wore on and different groups of new friends 
and ski teams ventured out to the numerous bars and restaurants that dot the access road.  Some of the 
youngsters got into mischief at the Pickle Barrel and Matt B. and Kyle B. enjoyed their time at The 
Wobbly.  Ava B. and Larry M. stayed at The Gristmill and worked on their Zydco moves after dinner with 
Fred S., Linda G. and myself.  All the while the snow kept on falling and blanketed the mountain with 11 
inches of fresh white powder. 
 
Sunday was a skier’s paradise for those who managed to get up early.  Andy M. was worried about leaving 
some late comers to the bus but those who made the bus were granted some of the best conditions of the 
year.  Boot deep powder and knee deep powder turns and face shots were available all morning long and 
many of us needed a 10 o’clock break just to rehydrate and rest after numerous fresh powder runs.  The 
day just kept getting better wherever you ventured.  Some saying they felt like they were out West. 
 
A tired team of skiers packed the bus and left for home at 5:00 almost leaving Jason G. behind.  The bus 
ride home was filled briefly with great stories of skiing, snow mobile adventures and a great weekend to 
be a South Jersey Ski club member. 
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Beaver Creek/Vail Trip 

    
Thirty of South Jersey Ski Club’s eager and more than ready skiers arrived at Philadelphia International Airport 
on Jan 8, 2011 for their 9:00 am flight to Denver Colorado. Nothing could take away the excitement and 
anticipation of hitting the powdery slopes of Beaver Creek and Vail, not even the three hours we sat on the 
runway in the plane waiting for takeoff in the snow. Arriving at our destination, The Beaver Creek Landing, four 
hours later than expected and travel weary could have had the possibility of damping a few spirits except that 
we were welcomed by the ultimate in luxury condominiums. Gourmet kitchens, gas fire places, marble 
bathrooms (one for every bedroom), large beautifully furnished rooms, and what we were to find out at first 
light, glorious panoramic mountain views. 
 

It only got better from there. Ski in and ski out Beaver Creek Landing had its own lift to the trails just a few 
steps from the locker room doors (which by the way opened out automatically). Adjacent to that lift you could 
board the Gondola which lifted you over the creek and roadways below to the town of Avon. Let’s talk about 
that locker room. Private appointed lockers for each condo complete with electric boot dryers and enough 
shelves to hold all your ski “paraphernalia” safe and dry until the next day. Well enough about the 
accommodations suffice it to say we were all impressed. Thanks Bill! And the site committee for all your efforts. 
 

Our week won the prize for reaching the lowest temperatures of the winter thus far in that part of Colorado. We 
all needed every bit of protective gear we brought along. But as we skiers know if you’re lucky, along with the 
cold, comes great conditions. 24 inches of fresh powder in 7 days… Aaahhh!!! Heaven. The quality of the 
snow, the quantity of the snow and the terrain were fantastic. There’s nothing more fun than skiing and riding 
beautiful snowy trails with a group of your friends from the SJSC. Easy access to Vail Mountain made it 
possible to ski there on any given day, as many did and as we all did on Thursday. Jack Mazzeo, our trip 
miester, arranged a group ski day via the “Turtle Bus” (it was by no means slow) to Vail where we all spent our 
time enjoying a bluebird day in the back bowls. Blue Sky Basin definitely lived up to its name. 
 

We did have a ton of fun. We all gathered for a group party at The Dusty Boot Saloon on Wednesday night 
compliments of the SJSC and thanks to miester Jacks planning. The hot tubs (and I did say tubs) were side by 
side and common to all the condo’s so it was a gathering place and après ski delight. Our “left over party” on 
Friday night was a food fest as well as a wine and beer expo where lots of storytelling and merriment ensued.  
 

Some things we’ll all download into our good memories file: Geoff’s ever-running video camera and his skiing 
posse, Jack’s continuous picture taking, the 4 Henshaws (our new members) and their open for company 24 
hour condo kitchen, Terry and Steve’s new status as the adopted children of the Henshaw’s, Janet’s Nastar 
yard sale, Bill the on mountain trail guide, Matt the eternal partier and his sidekick the-other Janet, Lee and her 
string of potential suitors, Barry’s toboggan ride out the back bowls of Vail, meeting up with Desi and her 
daughters, Bianca, the hot tub socialite and the delightful company of all the other members that were not 
singled out for this articles amusement.  
 

Another SJSC adventure and good time was had by ALL! 
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SSSJJJSSSCCC   SSSOOOCCCIIIAAALLL   CCCAAALLLEEENNNDDDAAARRR   

             APRIL, 2011         
 

SUN 
 

MON 
 

TUE WED THR 
 

FRI SAT 
     

 
1 
Park City trip 

2 
Park City trip 

3 
Park City trip 
 

4 
Park City trip 

5 
Co-ed Softball

6 
Gen Mtg@ 
Ramblewood 
 

7 
 

8 
Dave & 
Buster’s 

9 
 

10 
Golf 
 

11 
 

12 
Co-ed Softball

13 
Social+Ski 
Comm. Mtgs. 
 

14 
Wine Dinner 
 

15 16 

17 
Palm Sunday 

18 
Passover @ 
sundown 

19 
-Co-ed 
Softball 
-Passover 

20 
Gen Mtg@ 
Ramblewood 
 

21 
 

22 
-Earth Day 
-Good Friday 

23 

24 
Easter 

25 
 

26 
Co-ed Softball

27 
-Board Mtg. 
-Movie Night 

28 
Annual 
Meister + 
Volunteer 
dinner 
 

29 30 
Shad Fest 
Bike Ride 
 

                 MAY, 2011                
 

SUN 
 

MON 
 

TUE WED THR 
 

FRI SAT 
1 
-Phillies 
Game 
-Labor Day 

2 3 
Co-ed Softball

4 
Gen Mtg@ 
Ramblewood 

5 
 

6 7 
 

8 
Mother’s Day 

9 
 

10 
Co-ed Softball
 

11 
Social+Ski 
Comm. Mtg. 
 

12 
 

13 
Ricketts Glen 
camping 

14 
Ricketts Glen 
camping 

15 
-Ricketts Glen 
camping 
-Golf 
 

16 
 

17 
Co-ed Softball

18 
Gen Mtg@ 
Ramblewood 

19 
 

20 
Wildwood 
Weekend 

21 
Wildwood 
Weekend 

22 
Wildwood 
Weekend 
 

23 
 

24 
Co-ed Softball

25 
Board Mtg. 

26 27 28 
 

29 30 
Memorial Day 

31 
Co-ed Softball

    

    
More skiing, more partying, more friendships forming!!! 

Look forward to future events: Hiking, Wine Dinners, Happy Hours, and much more! 
So many things to do, so little time  !!! 

Get instant updates on the website…  www.SJskiclub.com 
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