Beaver Creek/Vail Trip

Thirty of South Jersey Ski Club’s eager and more than ready skiers arrived at Philadelphia International Airport on Jan 8, 2011 for their 9:00 am flight to Denver Colorado. Nothing could take away the excitement and anticipation of hitting the powdery slopes of Beaver Creek and Vail, not even the three hours we sat on the runway in the plane waiting for takeoff in the snow. Arriving at our destination, The Beaver Creek Landing, four hours later than expected and travel weary could have had the possibility of damping a few spirits except that we were welcomed by the ultimate in luxury condominiums. Gourmet kitchens, gas fire places, marble bathrooms (one for every bedroom), large beautifully furnished rooms, and what we were to find out at first light, glorious panoramic mountain views.

It only got better from there. Ski in and ski out Beaver Creek Landing had its own lift to the trails just a few steps from the locker room doors (which by the way opened out automatically). Adjacent to that lift you could board the Gondola which lifted you over the creek and roadways below to the town of Avon. Let’s talk about that locker room. Private appointed lockers for each condo complete with electric boot dryers and enough shelves to hold all your ski “paraphernalia” safe and dry until the next day. Well enough about the accommodations suffice it to say we were all impressed. Thanks Bill! And the site committee for all your efforts.

Our week won the prize for reaching the lowest temperatures of the winter thus far in that part of Colorado. We all needed every bit of protective gear we brought along. But as we skiers know if you’re lucky, along with the cold, comes great conditions. 24 inches of fresh powder in 7 days… Aaahhh!!! Heaven. The quality of the snow, the quantity of the snow and the terrain were fantastic. There’s nothing more fun than skiing and riding beautiful snowy trails with a group of your friends from the SJSC. Easy access to Vail Mountain made it possible to ski there on any given day, as many did and as we all did on Thursday. Jack Mazzeo, our trip miester, arranged a group ski day via the “Turtle Bus” (it was by no means slow) to Vail where we all spent our time enjoying a bluebird day in the back bowls. Blue Sky Basin definitely lived up to its name.

We did have a ton of fun. We all gathered for a group party at The Dusty Boot Saloon on Wednesday night compliments of the SJSC and thanks to miester Jacks planning. The hot tubs (and I did say tubs) were side by side and common to all the condo’s so it was a gathering place and après ski delight. Our “left over party” on Friday night was a food fest as well as a wine and beer expo where lots of storytelling and merriment ensued. 

Some things we’ll all download into our good memories file: Geoff’s ever-running video camera and his skiing posse, Jack’s continuous picture taking, the 4 Henshaws (our new members) and their open for company 24 hour condo kitchen, Terry and Steve’s new status as the adopted children of the Henshaw’s, Janet’s Nastar yard sale, Bill the on mountain trail guide, Matt the eternal partier and his sidekick the-other Janet, Lee and her string of potential suitors, Barry’s toboggan ride out the back bowls of Vail, meeting up with Desi and her daughters, Bianca, the hot tub socialite and the delightful company of all the other members that were not singled out for this articles amusement. 

Another SJSC adventure and good time was had by ALL!
