SJSC Keystone Colorado Early Season - December 8th to the 13th
For anyone that is on the fence about signing up for a Western trip this year…don’t wait a minute longer! If the early season trip to Keystone Colorado is any indication – 2010/2011 is going to be a banner year for lots and lots (feet, to be specific) of sweet powder!

The group that went to Keystone in December was blessed with well over a foot of fresh powder for our four days of skiing. No goggle suntans for our group!

Our first full day came after a pretty uneventful trip out…there were just a few minutes of that queasy feeling when everyone else has their stuff from the luggage carousel….and you are still missing the ski’s or board. But, no worries, everyone gathered up their stuff and off we went!

On the first day, the group took the short walk to the Gondola at Keystone and checked out the mountain. Most of the skier’s and boarders took advantage of a complimentary lesson at Keystone and started out their season with some great pointers – one of the best was to watch out for stationary objects when skiing! After a great day on the mountain, some of the group attended a complimentary wine tasting at Keystone Lodge, some checked out the village’s local dining/drinking establishments. The outdoor hot tubs beckoned and everyone had big smiles as we ended our first ski day for the season.

For day two, the group headed off to A – Basin. It snowed nonstop that day as we explored the terrain. We’d heard a rumor about live music, great tacos and cheap margarita’s for après’ ski that day that turned out to be 100% correct. It was a great way to wind down from day two as we headed off to relax with a few more libations and dinner at the local spots. It was an early evening for many as over a foot of fresh powder was waiting for us the next day! There was so much snow that I-70 was closed for several hours that night….that is a real snow storm!
Day three brought more snow and howling wind….enough to send some powder hounds back to the couch for awhile. Some of the group braved the weather and took off for Breckenridge, some waited till it warmed up to go to Keystone. The sun came out for awhile that day …letting us finally see what we were skiing with beautiful blue sky and caches of deep powder. 
Sunday was only half that…there was no sun to be found but the powder was incredible. One group went back to A Basin and enjoyed it till the last lift ran. Others went back to Keystone and skied big soft bumps, trees and long runs of sweet powder. Our last night was spent having a great dinner and watching the Eagles beat the Cowboys. It was a wonderful way to end four days of incredible powder. 
I wish I had some good stories to tell about our outrageous antics but you know that saying….what happens in Keystone stays in Keystone

