Hike/Camp Ricketts Glen  
May 14-17, 2010 (Hike on Saturday, May 15)        Meister – Jeff Hayfield
One of the most scenic hikes in the eastern United States is right here in our “backyard” at Rickett’s Glen State Park. The 13,050-acre park includes two deep gorges that meet among giant pines. They create 22 waterfalls, including 94-foot Ganoga Falls. A steep foot trail passes through stands of giant pines, hemlocks and oaks in the scenic gorge. Many of the trees in the area are 500 years old.

For the hike only portion of the weekend - Meet at Good’s Campground at 11:00 am, Saturday, May 15 - Please arrive on time. (If you are camping you can arrive Thursday/Friday night, or meet us on Saturday. Some people will camp Sunday night also)
To hike – we will caravan to the upper trailhead from the campground (about 6 miles). After the hike we are back to the campground for dinner, campfire and socializing. Since Good’s campground is a private campground – alcohol is permitted.  

“Primitive” tent camp Thursday/Friday/Saturday/Sunday night at - Good’s Campground, Located .8 miles East of Rt 487/Rt 118 intersection. The campground has new pit toilets near our wooded/level sites with showers and flush toilets “across the road”…We have reserved 6 sites (2 tents per site) and the covered pavilion. Two sites have electricity, we can run extension chords as needed (let Jeff know if you need to be near the ‘lectric)…Cost is only $5 per night per camper payable in CASH only at the campground office (more if you use electricity). Well behaved pets are welcome. Contact Jeff directly to book, not the campground. Follow link to campground website for info and directions only…

Limited hotel rooms with shared bath available at the Rickett’s Glen Hotel (.3 miles from the campground  570-477-3656) – hotel arrangements on your own. Good food to be had here also…
We will do a group dinner on Saturday night…you will bring a salad, snack or dessert. Bring your own mess kit (knife/fork/spoon/plate/napkin/beverage vessel) and absolutely your own beverages!! Jeff will prepare a tasty meat entrée for all to consume (If you do not eat meat, BYOV, Jeff will not be offended)…Jeff will collect a couple bucks per person to cover said meat and pavilion rental costs…
Bring wood for the campfire…bring everything YOU need to camp…bring a campfire chair, etc…as many of you know, it always rains on us for this event. We camp in May for high water and full waterfalls, we also always get rain…the new campground with covered pavilion and under cover fireplace will assure us of great weather, skies will be sunny( Put these dates on your calendar.

In order to plan appropriately, please email or call Jeff Hayfield well in advance 856.767.8700. Let us know which activities to count you in on: hike, dinner, camping (and arrival/departure dates). 

What to bring for hike:
· Hiking boots or sturdy shoes required – sneakers are NOT appropriate. 
· Water, a snack or lunch and beverage for the hike -  Pack your trash out with you

· Well behaved dogs are permitted (must be leashed on the hike – park rules)
· Hiking stick or pole 
· Raingear – poncho or rain shell – weather can change quickly - dress in layers
Good’s Campground = http://www.goodscampground.com/ or

 http://www.goodscamping.com/ - (better travel directions here)

Please note: the restaurant at the campground is not in operation

Ricketts Glen Hotel = http://www.rickettsglenhotel.net/ 

Ricketts Glen State Park = http://www.rickettsglen.info/
Jeff Hayfield = jhayfield@comcast.net or 856.767.8700

