South Jersey Ski Club  -  Madonna di Campiglio and Roma!

On March 12, 2011 we were joined by 33 club members on the bus to International Terminal A at JFK Airport in New York for an evening Alitalia flight to Milano Malpensa Airport just outside of Milan, Italy. From Milan we would be traveling north and east through the foothills of the Alps to Madonna di Campiglio for a week of skiing, eating, drinking, and relaxing camaraderie. We are huge fans and former residents of Italy, and we could not wait to share the remarkable beauty, cuisine, mountains and culture of our absolute favorite European destination. Unfortunately “sunny Italy” was not at all sunny when we arrived after our overnight flight. It was pouring rain! That rain followed us all the way up to 1000 meter Pinzolo, a mere 20 minutes from 1500 meter Madonna di Campiglio; but once we started the 8 hairpin curves up and up and up, the rain turned to snow. What a welcome sight that was! The snow persisted off and on for the next four days, and the slope conditions improved exponentially as a result. Despite the snowfall, temperatures hovered right around or even slightly above freezing all week, and we were all delighted to be able to enjoy skiing without worrying about frostbite. Avid skiers took full and daily advantage of the over 150 km of available trails, and one group of 6 was able to find first tracks on a fresh snow day as late as 11 AM!! However, the snow and clouds also kept the promised views under wraps until Friday when the skies cleared. With endless views of the Alps on one side of our valley and the Dolomites on the other, exclamations of wonder and continuous clicking of camera lenses provided the soundtrack for the day. While Saturday was not so sunny, the clouds stayed high and visibility was perfect for those last long, long runs.
Rachele, Giorgio and the rest of the staff at the Hotel Ideal provided classic Italian hospitality and fantastic customer service with a smile. Our rooms were charming and spacious; the bar served up some potent Bombardini and other libations of choice; the food was delicious and abundant; and the new Wellness Centre with its steam room, sauna and pool was the perfect place to rest and restore tired muscles each afternoon. The hotel was within an easy walk of all of the shopping, bars and nightlife that Madonna di Campiglio provides, and many of the group took full advantage of all three!
Early on Sunday morning, March 20, we all loaded our bus for Milano Linate Airport and the short flight to The Eternal City, Rome! Spring had sprung in Rome, and the weather was perfect for the many kilometers of walking that the next 2 ½ days would bring. After check-in at the modern and very comfortable Hotel Visconti Palace, everyone set out to discover the beauty and history of Rome. Most of the group opted for special tours on Monday and Tuesday led by Valeria of Italy Hotline, and they were thrilled with that experience. Valeria educated and entertained them as they explored the highlights of Ancient, Renaissance and Baroque Rome and/or the Vatican Museums and St. Peter’s Basilica.  Rome’s pizzas, bottles of Prosecco, cups of gelato and other goodies kept all well fortified between 2 PM Sunday and 10:25 AM Wednesday when we reluctantly had to say “Arrivederci Roma” at Roma Fiumicino and took-off for home.
“Grazie Mille” to all who joined us. We hope you had a “magnifico” time! 
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