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Hike/Bike/Kayak/Camp at Ricketts Glen 

May 15-17, 2015    with Miles Choyce
One of the most scenic hikes in the East – Ricketts Glen State Park, PA. The 13,050-acre park includes two deep gorges that meet among giant pines. They create 22 waterfalls, including the giant 94 foot Ganoga Falls. A steep foot trail passes through stands of giant pines, hemlocks and oaks in the scenic gorge. Many of the trees in the area are 500 years old.

In order to plan appropriately, please contact me at mileschoyce@verizon.net or 856.220.5606.
Let me know which activities to count you in on: hike, dinner after hike, camping (and arrival day)

Camping will be at the Red Rock Mountain Campground, located at the intersection of Rt 118 and Rt 487.  Website address: http://redrockcampground.com/  570.925.5039
11:00 am, Saturday, May 16 - Meet at Red Rock Mountain Campground. Only sustained rain will cancel the hike, not the camp trip. Most campers will arrive on Friday night, others will meet at the Red Rock Campground on Saturday morning. 
We’ll caravan to the State Park from the campground (very close).  After hiking we will return to the campground for a 5pm potluck dinner. Miles will prepare pulled pork. You bring a side dish! All other meals are on your own, please bring your own cups, plates, silverware, beverages, chair, tent, table, etc…In other words, bring everything YOU need to go camping (and eating)
 Since this is a private campground – alcohol is permitted. (Well behaved dogs are OK also)
We have a casual arrangement with the campground and a group reservation. DO NOT CALL TO RESERVE A TENT SITE. You may pitch your tent anywhere. $10pp per night for up to 2 people per site (same price per person for tents that need electricity). You will pay the campground directly when you arrive – cash preferred.  RV sites are $35 per night – for 2.
For those non-campers, you may book one of the many cabins at Red Rock…you must contact Guy at Red Rock in advance to book your cabin…cabin info is on their website…cabins have electricity, private bath, etc…bring your own linen…some bigger cabins have a full kitchen, cable tv, etc…cabins sleep from 2-8 people and are filled first come – first served…book asap!

In addition, limited hotel rooms with shared bath are available at the Ricketts Glen Hotel (570-477-3656) – hotel arrangements on your own. Hotel is about a mile from campground.
The campground has firewood available and a indoor flea market. Red Rock Corner store (general store with ATM) is located at the intersection for ice, etc…
What to bring 

· Hiking boots or sturdy shoes required – sneakers are NOT appropriate. The trail is wet with lots of natural and man-made steps. Lots of trees also means lots of roots & rocks.
· Water, a snack or lunch and beverage for the hike.  Pack your trash out with you. No alcohol is allowed in the State Park
· Well behaved dogs are permitted (must be leashed on the hike – park rules)
· Binoculars, Cameras, flashlight, hiking stick, etc.
· Raingear – poncho or rain shell – it will rain this year! - Consider dressing in light layers as the temperature may be cool when we start, but hiking will warm you up. Dress comfortably so range of movement is not restricted.   Bug spray may also be a good idea. 

· Chair to sit around campfire – also, please bring wood for campfire – if able!
Directions to Red Rock Mountain Campground
(Approximately 3 hour drive from Philadelphia) Phone 570-925-5039
PA Turnpike to NE Extension.  Exit at Bear Creek (exit # 105)

Left on Hwy 115 N Bear Creek Blvd – follow through Wiles Barre area to Dallas – Make left on Rt 118 – follow this to RT 487 – To campground. Ricketts Glen State Park is at the top of the mountain.
